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Getting Started with ArcGIS Explorer: Viewing ESRI Maps and Layers

Welcome to the Essential ArcGIS Task Sheet Series. This series supplements the lowa State University GIS Geospatial
Technology Training Program short course series, “Essential ArcGIS Tutorial Series.” The task sheets are designed to
provide quick, easy instructions for performing specific tasks in GIS.

ArcGIS Explorer is a free GIS application produced by ESRI that can be used to access, view and interact with online and
local GIS content. The software is available from http://www.esri.com/

1. Open ArcGIS Explorer

Click Start > Programs > ArcGIS > Explorer.

2. Viewing Content
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3. Organizing Content
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Backward and the selected layers will
move behind other layers on the map.
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5. Select the Export icon to save the layer R
as a .nmc file (an ArcGIS file format) to a D
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4. Effects for Content
1. Under Effects, select the Transparency = E} .
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transparency of the selected layer. The
selected layer will become transparent,
and content below it will become visible.
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For more information about

ArcGIS Explorer, contact:

Christopher J. Seeger, ASLA, GISP
cjseeger@iastate.edu or 515-294-3648.

For information about the ISU Extension
Geospatial Technology Program, contact:

Alan Jensen, AICP
adjensen@iastate.edu or 515-294-2073.

This task sheet and more are available for free
download at www.extension.iastate.edu/qis.
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