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Using Field Calculator: Changing Text Case

Welcome to the Essential ArcGIS Task Sheet Series. This series supplements the lowa State University GIS Geospatial
Technology Training Program short course series, “Essential ArcGIS Tutorial Series.” These task sheets are designed to
provide quick, easy instructions for performing specific tasks in GIS.

Attribute data is often not in the format that is needed or desired. For example, text may be all capital or lower case
letters The Proper Case command within the field calculator in ArcMap is able to change text from an existing field and
quickly rewrite the field in proper case.

1. Open ArcMap

Add the lowa counties shapefile that can be
downloaded from the lowa DNR.

2. Changing to proper text case # Attributes of county

FID | Shape | CO_NUMBER | CO_FIPS | ACRES SF | ACRES | FIPS | counTy | sT | -

i H |0 Polygon 60 119 3765364 37653819113 |LYON B

Open the attribute table for the counties |1 Polygon 72 143] 2556391 | 2558402[19143 |OSCEOLA B
| ayer | 2/Polygon 30 50| 2534563 | 258457819053 |DICKINSON B o

: | 3Polygon 2 63| 2575514 2575525 10083 |EMMET B

| 4Polygon 3 5| 4218084 4215102 19005 |ALLAMAKEE 1A

| = Polygon 5 100] 623246 | B23248.8 (19109 |KOSSUTH B

i i i | & Polygon % 191 4412849] 4412868 19191 WINNESHEK 18

Notice in the field COUNTY that the COUnty | 7 Polygon 4 20 3029922 3029935 19083 |HOWARD B

i i | s Polygon (3 13| 2567879 256780 19183 [WINNEBACO 4

names are in all Capltal letters. | 9 Polygon 3 131 3003845 3003858 19131 |MITCHELL B

|10 Polygon % 195 2570029 25700419185 [WORTH B

|11 Polygon ] 167 4924375 4924996 19167 |SIOUX B

|12 Polygon 2] 141 3668027 3666942 19141 |OBREN B

|13 Polygon 21 41 3664454 3664488 10041 |CLAY B

|14 Polygon 4 147 364324 | 3643255 19147 PALOALTO  [I&

|15 Polygon 4 81 3865376 3665331 10081 |HANCOCK B

|18 Polygon 17 33| 3678623 | 3676608 10033 |CERRO CORDO 14
|17 Polygon 19 37| 3235441 | 3235455 10037 |CHICKASAW 14 ~

Record: ﬂﬂ 0 jﬂ Show: [ Al selected Records (0 out of 99 Selectad) Opticns

&dd Field. .. r

Add Field

1. Click Options > Add Field....

IA REEULLS Mame: |C0unty_
¢ |n the Name: text box, type County_. 3 Tia Export. .. . | .
FpE: Tent -
¢ |n the Type: dropdown box, select PEEEEEIER, _ _
Text 3 Selecked) Options = | I | Field Properties
' bl T Length a0

® | eave the Length at 50.
e Click OK.

oK | Cancel |

2. Select the County_ field so it becomes E e
hlghllghted and then rlght click and select £ sSort Ascending

Field Calculator.... F SorkDescending | ., = ——
. . . 2] advanced Sorting.| [ e Y e [ETR
e Click Yes in the warning about 4 admncadsonng] (3, come [}
. . . . Summarize. . o Cose [R()
calculating outside of edit session. me)
g?UNTV 2!:() )
Note: ArcMap's field calculator does not g S J”JJ
. . o = — [ /) =
give the option to select Proper Case in its . FOE
list of functions, so it must be added using VO], gt o —
VB Script. —
¢ |n the County_ text box, type
StrConv([COUNTY], vbProperCase).
=
. Cancel
e Click OK.



E Attributes of county

3. All of the county names in the County_ ACRES SF | ACRES | FiPs | coumry | st| Courty_ In
. . JESIA | 376538 19119 |LYON & |Lyon
field should now be in proper case. | 2sme3m1 2smman2 19143 |OSCEOLA 14 |Osceola |
| 2sB4ses | 258457.9 19059 |DICKINSON 14 |Dickinsan
| esvss14 2s7ss2s 19063 |EMMET 1A |Emmet
| 4218084 421810219005 |ALLAMAKEE |14 | Allamakes
| 5232464 6232488 19109 |KOSSUTH 1A |Kossuth
| 412849 4412868 19190 WINNESHEK 1A Winneshisk
| 3029922 029935 19089 |HOWARD & |Howard
| eseroro 256789 19189 WINNEBAGO 1A Winnshagn
| 3003845 3003858 19130 |MITCHELL 1A |Mitchel
2570029 257004 19195 |WWORTH 1A [warth v
=
Record:ﬂj 1] jﬂ Show! W Selected Records (0 out of 99 Selected) Options -

3. Other options for case changing

1. Open the Field Calculator for the desired

field by clicking Options > Add Field.... field Calculator
e Under Type: select String. bl e
. FID " Number
e Under Functions: select UCase ( ). CO_NUMEER:
) CO_FIPS {* Skring
e Or under the County_ = field type :ggg_ﬁF e
UCase ( [County_] ). FIPS
COUMTY
2. Repeat the steps and use LCase to o7
change text to lower case. Counky_
Caunty_ = [ Adwanced

UCase { [Counky_])

-
Cancel

For more information about

the Field Calculator, contact:

Christopher J. Seeger, ASLA, GISP
cjseeger@iastate.edu.

For information about the ISU Extension
Geospatial Technology Program, contact:

Alan Jensen, AICP
adjensen@iastate.edu or 515-294-2073.

This task sheet and more are available for free
download at www.extension.iastate.edu/qis.
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